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Visual arts Jackie Wullschlager

Peggy Guggenheim
and London
Ordovas, London

In 1938, Peggy Guggenheim

optimistic. The bright
snowflakes, radiant against
white ground, in the painted
wood relief “Flocons aux rayons

focuses on two artists, Yves
Tanguy and Jean Arp, who
crystallised Guggenheim’s
focus on surrealism and
abstraction. Her first purchase
was Arp’s coiled head/shell
fusion of natural and human
forms “Téte et Coquille”.

She sensed the defining
impact on sculpture of his
playful curving, irregular
silhouettes. These are variously

leased a pawnshop at 30 Cork jaunes”; “Téte; objet a traire”
Street in Mayfair, London, and absurdist, the simplified face
opened her first gallery: with an udder in the gold z
Guggenheim Jeune. The “jeune”  leaf/fabric collage; the jutting ha Designed in Cub: i “Guai”
acknowledged her as the junior  bronze “Trois objets Cold War Grap!
“art world Guggenheim — Uncle désagreables sur une ﬁgure 5 ’:;“i‘/'es, House of Hlustra
)l wasap i New ile, is thr &5
York collector — and implied Arp’s influence on the
youth, energy and newness younger Tanguy, Guggenheim'’s
among her artists, who included  whimsical lover, provides
15-year-old Lucian Freud. Ordovas’s art-historical pulse..
The gallery lasted only until Tanguy’s summer 1938 show
1939 — “the London public is sold out: his foreboding oz
apathetic to modern art” — paintings of endless horizons
but it forged Guggenheim’s in acrid colours are dotted with
interests as she planned biomorphic Arp-ish shapes
“MMMM”, “my much — the seascape “En le temps
isund d ”, which 1t” with beached-up
was launched in postwar Venice  forms beneath a glowering
and is still thriving. sky; “Le Ruban des exces”, a
Ordovas’s reconstruction stretched-out ribbon, recalling

a frieze, of sculpted forms ina
desert or lunar landscape.
They met the moment.
Heralding European
cataclysm, Tanguy is
nevertheless light of touch,
quirky, delicate as the oval
earrings — one pink, one blue
— which he designed to thank
Guggenheim for his success.
ordovasart.com
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Jean Arp’s absurd ‘Téte; objet a traire’ (Head; object to milk), 1925 — pacs2010



