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Four Modern Art Giants On
View For Holiday Visitors To
NYC - If You Know Where To
Look
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4 I cover the intersection of art and travel.

Andy Warhol at The Whitney. Eugene Delacroix at The Met. Harry
Potter at the New-York Historical Society.

There are no shortage of huge exhibits at New York’s huge cultural
institutions for visitors to enjoy this holiday season. The Warhol exhibit

alone features over 350 works.

Those visitors intrepid enough to take a few steps off the most beaten
paths for finding art in New York will discover their own rewards. Fresh
shows centered on four giant names in Modern art—Egon Schiele,
Francis Bacon, and Willem and Elaine de Kooning—can be found in
galleries next door to the massive museums with none of the jostling or

coat-check lines.

“Galleries offer a more intimate setting for viewing art and provide
visitors with the opportunity to discuss works on exhibition and engage
with gallery experts who are readily available to share their insights
versus navigating crowds at museums,” Montana Beutler, partner,
Heather James Fine Art, New York, said.

Heather James Fine Art’s New York gallery can be found less than a 10
minute walk from The Met’s 5th Avenue location and has on exhibit de
Kooning x de Kooning now through February 28, 2019. The show brings
together works by both Willem and Elaine de Kooning who were

married in 1943.



“de Kooning x de Kooning marks the rare opportunity to view a
selection of works by both Willem and Elaine de Kooning—most likely
for the first time in over 50 years,” Beutler said. “What is most
remarkable about this exhibition at Heather James Fine Art, New York,
is that many works come from the private collections from Willem’s
and Elaine’s friends and family and are on public view for the first

time.”

Between Heather James Fine Art, New York and The Met’s main
location, Ordovas gallery shows off Bacon’s Women through January
11th, 2019.

“This is the first exhibition in the United States that focuses on Francis
Bacon’s female subjects,” Pilar Ordovas, founder of Ordovas, said.
“There have been countless shows dedicated to the important men in
Bacon’s life, yet none to the women. While men came in and out of his
life, the three women we have included in this exhibition were Bacon's

friends and confidants and featured in his work for over forty years.”
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Not even New York’s giant art museums can match Ordovas when it
comes to examples from the Dublin, Ireland-born Bacon whose
graphic, tormented, distorted figurative works continue to reverberate

through Contemporary art.



“We have brought together a selection of paintings from all over the
world, some of which have only been seen in public a couple of times,”
Ordovas said. “The exhibition is also accompanied by photographs and
short films which give insight into the sitters’ lives and Bacon’s working

methods.”

Two skinny blocks south of Central Park at Galerie St. Etienne, Egon
Schiele, who has received widespread museum attention during the
100th anniversary of his death, receives a spotlight on his drawing

talent.

“Egon Schiele: In Search of the Perfect Line is the only show in the
States to focus exclusively on Schiele,” Jane Kallir, curator of the
exhibit, said. “And unlike many of the other commemorative events
which draw from a single collection, ours is a curated show consisting
of specially selected loans. Our presentation traces the artist’s

development as draftsman over the course of his entire career.”

For art lovers who prefer spending more time with the works on
display, for those who enjoy deeply considering a piece, up close, far
away, and from all angles, these three shows provide that opportunity
without the tension of photobombing a tourist's selfie in front of a

Monet or Van Gogh at the giant museum.

“Especially during the holidays, museums can be very crowded—so
much so, that sometimes one can hardly see the art,” Kalir said.
“Galleries like ours put as much effort in curating presentations as
museums do and the shows are much more accessible. I've curated
Schiele exhibitions for a great many museums—but it’s easier to see the

one at the Galerie St. Etienne!”

Ordovas will be open until 6:00 PM on December 21st and 22nd and
then close until the new year. Galerie St. Etienne will keep regular
business hours during the holidays except for closing Saturday,
December 22nd, Christmas Day and New Year's Day. Heather James
Fine Art will be closed December 24th and 25th.

I still remember visiting the Prado museum in Madrid. What I knew
about art prior to that trip would comfortably fit on the end of a paint
brush. My life would be changed that day by a tour guide who took the
time to explain the greatness of the paintings I was looking at wi...
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