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In this post, | summarise every exhibition I've seen over the last few weeks, not just
those | write about in other publications, and you get my honest thoughts on them.

Saturday 1 March

All walking distance from each other this day in a group of exhibitions from Charing
Cross to Mayfair.

Dan Flavin's work at Ordovas



The Royal Society of British Artists exhibition is at Mall Galleries (until 8 March,
ticketed). | was impressed by the quality of the works, and there were lots of
affordable ones, too. | had to hold myself back so | didn't add to my growing
collection.

Next up was Christiane Baumgartner at Cristea Roberts (until 8 March, free). |
preferred the larger, less abstract, larger works, and | liked the concept of the skies
acting as forewarnings of what is to come in many cultures, reimagined here.

White Cube, Mason's Yard is showing Alia Ahmad's works (until 5 April, free). |
preferred her smaller works, which were shown at Albion Jeune, which | included in a
former top five, and it feels like something is lost in these larger works. However, I've
been hearing lots of hype around her work, and that may be because she's a rare
young female artist from the Global South and from Saudi Arabia, which has many
wealthy collectors.

Sometimes, art shouldn’t be beautiful but ugly. | enjoyed this celebration of ugliness at
Skarstedt Gallery (until 26 April, free). It ranges from centuries-old grimacing heads to
Cindy Sherman'’s pig-headed figure and a crucified frog by Martin Kippenberger by
way of a Baroque painting of a boy being bitten by a freshwater crayfish.

There was another triple-header of exhibitions at Frieze Cork Street (until 15 March,
free), and once again, none left much of an impression on me. Given that my last few
visits have all been busts, | should probably ask myself why | keep visiting.

Mitchell Anderson's exhibition at Bernheim across several floors is chock-full of ideas
across many mediums (until 17 April, free). | was particularly drawn to his playing card
works that depict wildfires and vintage porn, but the cards themselves are a code that,
when decoded, becomes poetry — including work by Keats. There are paintings of
broken chain-link fences that evoke memories of breaking the rules. His readymades
chart the journey from life to death as a Circumstraint (a device for holding babies in
place for circumcision) lies on the gallery floor, through to deflated balloons that have
lost their inflated joyousness.

Over at Ordovas, there is a selection of three light works by Dan Flavin, and they are
subtle and superb (until 25 April, free). The way the light diffuses off them is beautiful,
and the downstairs room bathed in red light makes the red text on the exhibition
handout disappear, which is a nice touch.

| finished the day at 54 The Gallery for a talk | was hosting at Esra Kizir Gokcen's
exhibition (now closed). It was a lot of fun, and we were all treated to a solo
performance by jazz musician Tim Garland, as the two artists' works have inspired
each other.



