
‘Black Roses 
Conceived from the imagination, Blossoming within the grounds of the studio 

Watered and nourished like that of strange fruit 
Unknown to me as the maker as it is unknown to the viewer 

Black Roses, Black Roses, Black Roses believe me when call Black Roses 
Time lifts the lid of the stories untold  

Privileged to witness histories whilst awaiting futures to be revealed 
Now existing through the logic and momentum of the mind  

Calling all my Black Roses’ 
- Emily Moore 

From 31 August – 4 September 2021 Ordovas presents a solo exhibition of work by Emily Moore, winner 

of The Valerie Beston Artists’ Trust Award, 2020. Black Roses presents a series of new works by Moore 

that abstractly muse on the question of the Black Rose.

The Valerie Beston Artists’ Trust was established in 2006 after the death of Valerie Beston, a figure 

known throughout the London art world for supporting and nurturing many of the leading artists 

working in London during her extraordinary fifty-year career. The charity collaborates with the Royal 

College of Art to award an annual prize to a postgraduate student selected from its degree show. 

The prize comprises a studio for a year at SPACE, tutorial support generously provided by the RCA, as 

well as a solo exhibition. 

Black Roses is a series brought to you through a mangle of studio visits and conversations held over 

the last year. Moore’s work explores what she refers to as ‘wildness’ in contemporary painting, a term 

which she feels both speaks to her approach within her own practice and suggests the larger state of 

contemporary painting as seen through the lenses of art history and the current discourse surrounding 

the medium.

Emily Moore photographed in her studio by Isabelle Young, 2021 
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Black Roses began with a series of questions: If wildness in contemporary painting had a visual code, 

what would the linguistics be? Thinking back to nature and its genetic code, we know that there are 

many types of species of plants and variations of roses, but what cannot be found in nature is the Black 

Rose naturally growing without human interference or modification. This new series poses

the question of the Black Rose from an abstract perceptive. Though Moore defines herself as a painter, 

her exploration of ‘wildness’ can take many forms, be it brush and paint on canvas, yarn and weaving, 

installation, or play and performance.

Emily Moore (b. 1983, London) is a painter who lives and works in London. She graduated from The Royal 

College of Art with a Master of Arts in Painting in 2020. Recent exhibitions include An infinity of traces at 

Lisson Gallery, London; Tomorrow: London at The White Cube, London; Grads at Saatchi Gallery, London; 

Thought threads at San Mei Gallery, London; and Begin again at Guts Gallery, London.



1.    The wilds of black roses, I-VI, hand sewn yarn on croquet, executed in 2020-2021 

2.   The black painting, Drew, industrial fence paint and acrylic on raw canvas, executed in 2020-2021

      The black painting, Midst, industrial fence paint and acrylic on raw canvas, executed in 2020-2021  

      The black painting, Pour, industrial fence paint and acrylic on raw canvas, executed in 2020-2021 

3.   Dancing black roses, I-III, ink on paper, executed in 2020-2021 

4.   Ten black roses, I-X, ink on paper, executed in 2020-2021 

       Spirit, ink and yarn on paper, executed in 2020-2021 

       Life, ink and yarn on paper, executed in 2020-2021 

5.   Morowa, industrial fence paint and oil on unstretched canvas with handsewn glass beads and trimmings,

       Executed in 2020

       Naamah, industrial fence paint and oil on unstretched canvas with handsewn glass beads and trimmings,

       Executed in 2020 

       Diarra, industrial fence paint and oil on unstretched canvas with handsewn glass beads and trimmings,

       Executed in 2020

6.   Weighted in pure black petals, canvas and yarn with books, executed in 2021 

7.    Untitled, rafta rug with hand sewn yarn, executed in 2021
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