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Where to buy...

The Week reviews an
exhibition in a private gallery

Looted Ukrainian art

Almost 100 works of
art that disappeared
from a museum in
Kherson during the
Russian occupation
have re-emerged in
Russian-occupied
Crimea, it was
reported in ARTnews
last week. Shortly
before Ukrainian
troops liberated the
city, in November
2022, entire
collections were
removed from Kherson's museums. The
curators of the Kherson Art Museum say that

Gauguin and the
Contemporary Landscape
at Ordovas

Savile Row’s Ordovas gallery

has earned a reputation for putting
together stylish and scholarly shows
that juxtapose art old and new, and
its current exhibition plays to type.
It features just five works, exploring
the influence of nature — a gorgeous

rural scene by Paul Gauguin, painted
in Brittany in 1890, and two pictures
apiece by Peter Doig and the Swedish
artist Mamma Andersson — but it
demands contemplation. Parallels
between the works rhyme across

the room: a barely glimpsed peasant
woman in the middle distance of the
Gauguin composition finds an echo in
a blurry, naked figure taking a running
jump into a lake in Doig’s 1996
depiction of a West Coast nudist
colony; similarly, a moodily poetic
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Gauguin’s Le toit bleu (1890), detail

2023 canvas by Andersson showing an

undulating northern landscape at dusk
seems to radiate the dying glow of the
very same, gloomy afternoon light
captured by Gauguin more than a
century prior. You’ll struggle to tear
your eyes away. Prices on request.

25 Savile Row, London W1
(020-7287 5013). Until 26 April

it is missing 15,000 items — more than three-
quarters of the total. It now seems that some
of them were taken to the Central Museum of
Tavrida, in the Crimean city of Simferopol. The
looted pieces, including early 20th century oil
paintings such as lvan Shulha’s Fishermen on
the Seashore (above; detail), were reportedly
spotted in a “propaganda video” filmed in the
museum and broadcast on Russian TV. What
happened to all the other stolen items remains
unclear. The curators say the identified works
‘represent “less than 1%" of the art that has
been looted since Russia’s invasion in 2022.
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