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“I like to draw. It is an activity I rely on, a dependency of sorts. 
Drawing gives me an immediate return for my effort and the 
result is commensurate with my involvement. It is an activity 
that requires solitude, it is the most concentrated space in 
which I work.”  — RICHARD SERRA 

Richard Serra Drawings, on display at Ordovas on Savile Row from 16 September until 17 December, 

is an exhibition of nineteen works selected by the artist. The title of the works, ‘Orchard Street,’  

refers to the street where the artist and his wife have a home on the North Fork of Long Island  

in America. Serra has his drawing studio there and it is there that they currently spend most of their 

time.  

“I worked with Serra on his 2013-14 exhibition at the Courtauld Gallery and feel especially privileged 

to be able to show his work in our gallery to mark our tenth anniversary,” said Pilar Ordovas.

One of the most important artists of our day, renowned for his large-scale, site-specific sculptures, 

Richard Serra has shown his work all over the world, at the Guggenheim in Bilbao (2005), the Grand 

Palais in Paris (2008), the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York (2011) and in the Qatari desert 

(2014). Serra has been drawing since he was four years old and has often stressed the importance of 

drawing as a foundation of his work. Drawing plays a crucial role in his investigation of new concepts 

and methods. Like his sculptures, Serra’s drawing practice, with its own distinctive physicality, 

conveys a sense of monumentality, weight and density.

For Serra, black is not a colour but rather a material, and as such it responds to the laws of gravity. 

The dense layer of black in the marks of the ‘Orchard Street’ drawings absorbs and dissipates light          

as Serra continues his radical exploration of the limits of the medium. The accompanying catalogue 

will include an essay by James Lawrence.
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Richard Serra, Orchard Street #82, 2018
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Richard Serra was born in 1938 in San Francisco, USA. He studied from 1957 to 1961 at the University 

of California at Berkeley and Santa Barbara, and from 1961 to 1964 at Yale University, Connecticut, 

where he worked with Josef Albers on Albers’ seminal book, Interaction of Color (New Haven, 1963). 

His sculptures can be found all over the world. Selected solo exhibitions and retrospectives include 

Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen, Rotterdam (2014); The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York (2011); 

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (2011); Menil Collection, Houston (2011); Monumenta, Grand 

Palais, Paris (2008); Kunsthaus Bregenz (2008); Museum of Modern Art, New York (2006); Solomon 

R. Guggenheim Museum, Bilbao (2005). Serra has participated in Documenta (1972, 1977, 1982 and 

1987) and in the Venice Biennale (1980, 1984, 2001 and 2013). In 2015, he was awarded Les Insignes de 

Chevalier de l’Ordre national de la Légion d’honneur, France, and in 2018 he received the J. Paul Getty 

Medal, which honours extraordinary contributions to the practice, understanding and support of the 

arts.

EDITORS’ NOTES:

This exhibition marks the tenth anniversary of the gallery with thirty-four previous exhibitions held in 

London and New York. 

For press enquiries please contact Emma Cunningham: communications@ordovasart.com, 

+44 (0)20 7796172931

Richard Serra, Orchard Street #85, 2018


