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“…It is very cold here, and so we will be delighted to come where it is warmer, but the
great delight is to see India, and to meet you and your family. Cordially Sandy”
(Alexander Calder 9 December 1954)
On 12 January 1955 Alexander and Louisa Calder arrived in Bombay and travelled to
Ahmedabad, the home of their hosts Kamalini, Gautam and Gira Sarabhai, in India. They
remained in India for three months, travelling, sight seeing and, as was always the case
with the perennially creative Calder, working. During this stay, Alexander Calder produced
nine sculptures as well as some jewellery.
Calder in India presents a unique opportunity to see the works that Calder produced in
response to India and perhaps the last opportunity to see them again all together. We are
time these works have been seen in public since 1955 – indeed, it is the first time that they
have ever been seen in the West.
Some of these sculptures’ names reflect the landscape and the environment he was
in, such as Franji Pani and Guava. Most of the sculptures were given titles by the artist
just before they were unveiled at a private exhibition on 9 March 1955 at the Bhulabhai
Memorial Institute in Mumbai, then known as Bombay. The large standing mobile remained
untitled as it was not shown there, having been too large to transport, and will be shown
at Ordovas in public for the first time.
These works were subsequently shown at a further exhibition which opened on 25 March
in Bombay at the Jehangir Art Gallery. Since then, they have not been exhibited
publically, remaining unseen for over half a century. Eight of the nine sculptures created
during his stay will be shown in this exhibition. They will be joined by Six Moons over a
Mountain, which Calder had sent to his hosts in advance of his visit, and Untitled (1952,
known as ‘Blue Dot’ by the Sarabhais who had bought it earlier). Thus, there are ten works
in the exhibition.
In 1954 Calder received a letter from Gira Sarabhai inviting him to come to India to stay
with them and work while he was there. He was intrigued by the kite flying festival that
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took place in Ahmedabad on 14 January – “I certainly don’t want to miss that” – and
accepted the invitation, announcing that he would just bring his pliers but no other tools
(A. Calder, 24 August 1954). A studio was set up for him in the family compound and a
workshop was also put at his disposal. He worked intensively for about three weeks before
travelling around India and Nepal with his wife on a trip organised by his hosts.
Many prominent artistic figures were brought to Ahmedabad, thanks to the friendship and
patronage of Kamalini, Gautam and Gira Sarabhai and their connections with the West.
Among them were Le Corbusier, Isamu Noguchi, John Cage, Richard Neutra, Charles
Eames, Merce Cunningham, Henri Cartier-Bresson and Robert Rauschenberg. Their visits
are significant in helping us to understand what lured Calder and a throng of other artists
to this Indian town where many fruitful relationships were formed resulting in a rich outpouring of creativity.
We are very honoured to be able to show these works in this first exhibition dedicated to
Calder in India.
Editors’ notes
1. The titles of the ten works in the exhibition are: Six Moons over a Mountain,
Franji Pani, Red Stalk, Untitled (1952, known as ‘Blue Dot’ ), Untitled (1955), Rouge et Noir,
Sumac 17, Claw, Guava, White Moon.
2. The catalogue to this exhibition has essays by Pilar Ordovas and Oliver Wick, curator-atlarge of the Beyeler Foundation, who co-curated Calder-Miro at the Beyeler Foundation
and more recently Brancusi-Serra.
3. There is a chapter in Calder’s biography dedicated to their trip to India. A. Calder and J.
Davidson, Calder: An Autobiography with Pictures, New York 1966, pp. 213-240. In it he
notes every aspect of his Indian experience, from dancing troupes of shepherds in their
‘brilliant red costumes’, local uses of cow dung, ‘freshly dyed, great varicolored bands’
of calico spread out to dry, to seeing elephants “at liberty” and the rituals of the holy men.
4. When Ordovas opened in June 2011 it made a commitment to a public gallery programme
staging museum-quality exhibitions as well as offering a private space for selling
twentieth century and contemporary art in the secondary market.
Please contact Emma Robertshaw at communications@ordovasart.com or call 020 7287 5013.
Image: Alexander and Louisa Calder in India, 1955. Alexander Calder papers, 1926–1967, Archives of American Art, Smithsonian Institution.
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